Message

From: Nishida, Jane [Nishida.Jane@epa.gov]

Sent: 6/9/2017 4:51:39 PM

To: Jackson, Ryan [jackson.ryan@epa.gov]; Ferguson, Lincoln [ferguson.lincoln@epa.gov]

CC: Gunasekara, Mandy [Gunasekara.Mandy@epa.gov]

Subject: Fwd: Ahead of G7 Environment Ministers Meeting, Christian groups call upon the US and other governments to care

for the creation

Heads up!
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Finman, Hodayah" <Finman Hodayah@epa gov>

Date: June 9, 2017 at 6:42:14 PM GMT+2

To: "Phillips, Anna" <Phillips Anna@epa.gov>, "Nishida, Jane" <Nishida Jane@epa.gov>

Cec: "Kasman, Mark" <Kasman Mark@epa.gov>, "Besch, Brianna" <besch.briannaf@epa.gov>,
"Rourk, Alexis" <Rourk Alexis(@epa.gav>, "Doroski, Brenda" <Doroski Brenda@epa gov>,

5 Ex. 6 - Personal Privacy =
Subject Re: Ahead of G7 Environment Ministers Meeting, Christian groups call upon the
US and other governments to care for the creation

Flagging that Italy is offering them a few minutes during the opening session of the G7 meeting
to make remarks. Could be problematic if they single out one country.

Sent from my iPhone

On Jun 9, 2017, at 6:35 PM, "Phillips, Anna" <Phillips. Anna@epa.gov> wrote:

htto://actalliance.org/act-news/ahead-of-g7-environment-ministers-meeting-
christian-groups-call-upon-the-us-and-other-governments-to-care-for-the-

creation/

Ahead of G7 Environment Ministers Meeting, Christian
groups call upon the US and other governments to care for
the creation

BOLOGHNA, lialy. On Friday the &th of Juns, Chiistian, Jewish, Muslim, Hindu and Buddhist leadsrs
will meet for an Interfaith Forum on Envionmental Froteclion, with an aim 1o agree on a Charler of
Values and Actions, 1o be delivered to the ministers attending the G7 Environment Ministers
Meeting on the 11th = 12th ol duns.

siatement made by more than 150 faith and spmtuai lead@rs in the run up fo tw Paris climate
sumimit inn 2015,

‘Many religions share g belief that humanity has an important task, 1o care for creation. However,
when we ook around us foday, we are concernad. Our current way of living is not sustainable. We
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must change our way of living and enter a new and sustainable development path,” says Mattias
Sdderberg, represanting the ACT Alliance in the Forum.

“When earth was created there were no countries, no borders. The respoensibility to take actlion is
alsoe without border. All countries, all people, have a responsibility to take action,” says Glanfranco
Cattal, President of Federazione Organismi Cristiani Servizio Internazionale Velontario (FOCSIVY.

Eamonn Meehan, President of Coopération Internationale pour le Développement ef la Solidaritd
{CIDBE), says, "Those most affected by climate change are those who have done the least to
contribute to i, which is an inherent injustice. There is a moral imperative for 7 countries {o
recognise and take responsibility for the giebal damage they have caused through their carbon
emissions. Climate change is the most pressing issue of our time and if world leaders, including the
U.S. don't begin 1o care for creation and see that the Earth is for all, then there will be little left for
future genergtions to enjoy.”

Cecilia Dall Qglio, representing the Global Cathelic Climate Movernent (GGCM) at the Forum,
comments, “Christians wortldwide are responding by coming fogsether in unity to care Tor creation in
prayer and action as announced on the occasion of World Environment Day. A new wave of
climate action during the new edition of the Season of Creation will be running from September 1 to
October 4, uniting the 2.2 billion members of the Christian family to care for creation. Besides local
action in grassroots communities, Christians will also engage in advocacy initigtives such as a new
Joint Christian Divestment Announcement on Oclober 47 To date, 27 Catholic institutions have
already divested from fossil fuels. The convening organizations who are leading the Season of
Creation promgotion efforts are: World Council of Churches, Andglican Comrmunion Environmental
Netwaork, Pope's Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostieship of Prayer), the Global Catholic Climate
Movement and ACT Alllance.

The G7 Meetling 12 a major infernational event especially for the new head ofthe US
Environmental Proteclion Agsncy, Scott Pruitt. who can expect @ ot of critigue following the US
decision o withdraw from the Pats Agreenent

Faith representatives, preparing for the interfaith Forum, express their deep concern about the US
decision. “To care for creation, is a moral and ethical respensibility. We cannot treat creation with
disrespect, and we must develop a sustainable way of living. | therefore call on the US 1o
reconsider the decision to [eave the Paris Agreement,” says Matlias Sdderberg.

He continues, "l welcome how most world leaders, including six of the GV countries, as well as
cities, states and corporations in the US, have reconfirmed their commilments to take action on the
Paris Agreement.”

ENDS
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